
 

Music aims 

The national curriculum for Music aims to ensure that all pupils should be able to: 

• Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with 

increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

• Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music 

• Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 

• Use and understand staff and other musical notations  

• Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different 

traditions and from great composers and musicians  

• Develop an understanding of the history of music 

Intent 

Music is a subject that enriches children’s lives and education with many benefits beyond itself. It 

contributes significantly in developing language, reasoning and memory; it allows children to connect with 

others by creating a sense of community and promoting teamwork; it leads to improved motor skills and co-

ordination; it improves memory and integrates many other subjects. In addition, music teaches discipline, 

relieves stress, builds confidence and enhances self-esteem by allowing all children to succeed. We 

understand the value and enrichment music brings to the life of a child and to the school as a community 

and we recognise that music, as a practical subject, should be an integral part of a rich, broad and 

balanced curriculum. Music lessons are about learning in and through music, not solely about music, and 

aim to build up pupils’ knowledge and skills as well as developing their imagination and creativity and 

giving valuable opportunities to let their light shine through a life-long connection with, and appreciation of 

music. 

Our aims for teaching music are that all children will: 

• have the opportunity to experience, enjoy and feel able to make some contribution or response to 

it. 

• experience a wide variety of musical styles and cultures. 

• be encouraged to listen attentively to music with an increasingly critical ear. 

• be encouraged and have the opportunity to participate in and co-operate within a group with 

regard to singing, writing and creating music. 

• be encouraged to develop an awareness of rhythm, pitch, dynamics, timbre, tempo, structure and 
melody through aural training and playing of percussion instruments. 

• gain increased confidence that encourages participation in musical performance for a variety of 

purposes and audiences. 

• be encouraged to share any musical abilities they have, by playing their own instruments as part of 

the whole-class performance elements of a lesson. 

• have the opportunity to include music in the wider curriculum. 

• develop the understanding that music can help our mental well-being and is important across 

different cultures, religions and social groups. 

 

Implementation 

The Charanga Music Scheme is divided into weekly lessons for each term in each year group, with a variety 
of skills in a range of genres included across the term. As of 2023/2024, we have also introduced NMPAT 

Whole Class Ukulele lessons to one year group for a term as part of the First Access project. This allows every 

child in the year group to spend an hour a week learning how to hold, play and perform music on an 
instrument. In the Spring term, we will also be introducing bespoke lessons from the Voices Foundation. 

Voices Foundation is a national music charity in the UK. They use singing to create and deliver high-quality 

music education, empowering educators and supporting the development of pupils across the curriculum. 



We value music as an opportunity for children to let their light shine. 

We provide opportunities, throughout the year, for the children to perform their singing, dancing and music–

making with an audience. These events include: 

• Church performances throughout the year: Harvest Festival, Remembrance, Christingle and Easter 

services. 

• A trust-wide Christmas concert. 

• Various community events across the year including the Mayor’s Show and Raunds Christmas Light 

Switch On. 

Children are given the opportunity to join the school choir and they rehearse weekly after school. The choir 

perform regularly within school to children and parents, they attend local school events throughout the 

year, and the highlight of the year is the annual Young Voices concert. This concert allows children the 
opportunity to perform in an arena alongside thousands of other children from around the country and it is 

a highly anticipated event throughout the school. 

We also offer the opportunity for children to learn how to play a musical instrument. Qualified music 
teachers from Northamptonshire Music and Performing Arts Trust (NMPAT) attend our school weekly to offer 

these lessons in a small group setting. We currently offer guitar, violin and piano lessons, and children who 

sign up for this tuition are given their own instrument. NMPAT also visit us regularly to perform professional 
concerts for the children, teaching them about a variety of instruments and inspiring them to take up 

learning their own. 

For those children wishing to learn electronic instruments, St Peter’s also offer group tuition in electric drums, 

electric guitar, electric bass, keyboard and singing. Our partnership with RockSteady allows children to learn 

these instruments on a weekly basis in the form of a “band” and perform termly to children and parents. 

As part of the Year 5 curriculum at St Peter’s, children are provided with whole-class tuition on the ukulele for 

a term. In these sessions, taught by qualified music specialists, children take part in a variety of skill-based 

listening and performance activities on their instrument. Following the 10-week programme, children 
perform in front of an audience. The whole-class element allows every child to experience learning an 

instrument and performing to an audience. 

Every year, the Year 6 pupils are given the opportunity to take part in ‘The Whole Child Project’, in 
collaboration with the other schools in the Nene Education Trust. This project, lead by the Silhouette Youth 

Theatre, gives Year 6 children the chance to compose their own song, learn a dance and perform a scene 

from a play. This culminates in a final performance, held at Stanwick Lakes, which is performed alongside all 

other schools in the Trust. Performances have included Wind in the Willows and A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

 

Impact  

Throughout their time at St Peter’s, children have access to a varied music programme, which allows them 

to enjoy music, discover areas of strength, and be supported to achieve things they thought were 

impossible. 

Every pupil’s progress and attainment is tracked against National Curriculum outcomes. Performances and 

end-of-unit Charanga performances are recorded and saved on the Staff Shared folder. 

 When they leave Year 6, pupils will: 

• have experienced a wide range of musical styles and genres. 

• have grown in confidence when singing and performing, playing a range of percussion instruments 

and dancing to music. 

• understand the importance of music in our lives and the lives of others from different cultures and 

religions. 

• have had the opportunity to learn to play an instrument and will have composed and recorded 
their own song as part of a group. 

• be equipped to move on to the next phase in their music education. 

• be aware how they can use listening to music, singing and dancing as a way of providing joy, 

relaxation and healing in their everyday lives. 

 

 



 

 

Long Term Overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
    
  
    
                   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Access project: Learning to play 

and perform on an instrument 

Ukulele – Whole Class teaching by 

NMPAT 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 


