
 

 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 

INTENT 

At St Peter’s CE Academy, the intent of Religious Education is to help children to acquire and develop 

knowledge and a deep understanding of Christianity and the other world religions represented in 

Great Britain; to appreciate the way that religious beliefs shape life and our behaviour, develop the 

ability to able to hold informed and balanced conversations about religions and beliefs. Religious 

Education is taught throughout the school in such a way as to reflect the overall aims, values, and 

vision of our school; we seek to provide a RE curriculum that is broad, balanced, and reflective of the 

diversity of our local community, and that effectively prepares learners to be active, sensitive, 

respectful citizens of modern Britain.  Religious Education plays an important role, along with all other 

curriculum areas, particularly PSHE in promoting the spiritual, moral, social, and cultural 

development of our children. We provide an inclusive environment where learners enjoy their 

education. Pupils at all levels are helped to achieve their potential. Religious Education is taught so 

that those who are most able are challenged, encouraging to expand and deepen their knowledge 

and understanding and those who find learning more difficult are encouraged and given targeted 

support to embed key knowledge.  

 

IMPLEMENTATION  

As a church school, the teaching of Christianity is at the heart of our RE curriculum. Through the 

‘Understanding Christianity’ resource, the use of an enquiry approach engages with significant 

theological concepts and the pupil’s own understanding of the world as part of their wider religious 

literacy. Using the Diocese of Peterborough RE syllabus, we learn about other religions and 

worldviews, fostering curiosity and respect for them. Links with our Christian values and vision, and 

support for pupil’s spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) development are intrinsic to our RE 

curriculum and have a significant impact on learners. We provide a wide range of opportunities for 

pupils to understand and to make links between the beliefs, practices and value systems of the range 

of faiths and worldviews studied. Adaptive teaching ensures all learners are both supported in many 

ways such as in the way they are presented or explained, by the support given, by expectation and 

by outcome whilst maintained high expectations for presentation and outcomes at all times. We 

promote Christian values through acts of collective worship and our school policies. These values are 

implicit in the way all members of our community interact with one another. We have very close links 

with the Church and clergy. Alongside the British values, the school has adopted 6 values: friendship, 

respect, perseverance, forgiveness, compassion and hope. Each term, one of these values is explored 



in depth through Collective Worship and class-based activities and these are celebrated termly in a 

whole school display book. Each value is linked to a bible story and a bible verse. The values underpin 

the school's behaviour policy and all areas of school life. Our reward system is also linked to the 

values and children's achievements are celebrated through the values. 

 

IMPACT 

Alongside a whole school approach to celebrating different religious and cultural celebrations, the RE 

curriculum provides the means to celebrate the diversity of the school community and promote 

positive images of people in the wider community, including their beliefs, traditions, culture, 

language and history. It ensures that children develop spiritually, academically, emotionally and 

morally to promote and realise a better understanding of themselves and others and to equip them 

with the opportunities, challenges and responsibilities of living in in a rapidly changing, multicultural 

world. Pupils are achieving well in RE, with some exceeding expectations.  Pupils’ RE learning is 

recorded weekly in individual RE books.  In addition to this we capture other ideas and evidence in 

our class ‘Floor Books’ over the year - including examples of discussion notes, children’s work, 

reflections, answering ‘big questions’, photographs of practical activities, visits, speakers, displays, 

etc.  Pupils leave our school with a positive attitude towards religion; they value and respect others’ 

views, beliefs and opinions and are equipped with the skills and knowledge to navigate a diverse and 

complex world. 

 

 

 

 



THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN RE SYALLBUS 

 Excellence in Religious Education The principal aim of RE is to enable pupils to hold balanced and 

informed conversations about religion and belief. 

 

Aims and purposes of Religious Education in the Church school 

 This principal aim incorporates the following aims of Religious Education in Church schools, for 

pupils to:  

• Know about and understand Christianity as a diverse global living faith through the exploration of 

core beliefs, using an approach that critically engages with biblical text;  

• Gain knowledge and understanding of a range of religions and worldviews, appreciating diversity, 

continuity and change within the religions and worldviews being studied; 

 • Engage with challenging questions of meaning and purpose raised by human existence and 

experience;  

• Recognise the concept of religion and its continuing influence on Britain’s cultural heritage and in 

the lives of individuals and societies in different times, cultures and places;  

• Explore their own religious, spiritual and philosophical ways living, believing and thinking. 

Appropriate to their age at the end of their education in Church schools, the expectation is that all 

pupils are religiously literate and as a minimum, pupils are able to:  

• Give a theologically informed and thoughtful account of Christianity as a living and diverse faith; 

 • Show an informed and respectful attitude to religions and non-religious worldviews in their 

search for God and meaning; • Engage in meaningful and informed dialogue with those of other 

faiths and none;  

• Reflect critically and responsibly on their own spiritual, philosophical and ethical convictions. 

 

The Diocesan Syllabus requires the following religions to be studied in depth.  

 



Key Question Overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

End-of-phase Outcomes 

Each of the three elements of the teaching and learning approach is important and pupils should make 

progress in all of them 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Religious Education and the Law  

 

RE is for all pupils  

• Every pupil has an entitlement to Religious Education.  

• RE is a necessary part of a ‘broad and balanced curriculum’ and must be provided for all 

registered pupils in state-funded schools in England, including those in the sixth form, unless 

withdrawn by their parents (or withdrawing themselves if they are aged 18 or over). 

• This requirement does not apply for children below compulsory school age (although there are 

many examples of good practice of RE in nursery classes).  

• Special schools should ensure that every pupil receives RE ‘as far as is practicable’.  

• The ‘basic’ school curriculum includes the National Curriculum, RE and Relationships and Sex 

Education. In Church schools RE has the status of a core subject.  

• Religious Education is also compulsory in academies and free schools, using the syllabus as set out 

in their funding agreements.  

 

RE is locally determined, not nationally  

• In a Voluntary Aided Church of England school, governors are ultimately responsible for the 

subject and they must ensure that their Religious Education syllabus and provision is in accordance 

with ‘the rites, practices and beliefs of the Church of England’ and we strongly recommend that 

they are based on this Diocesan syllabus.  

• In a Voluntary Controlled or Foundation Church of England school, RE must be taught according to 

the Locally Agreed Syllabus of the authority where the school is located, unless parents request RE 

in accordance with the trust deed or religious designation of the school. This 2019 Diocesan 

Syllabus offers useful support materials to VC and Foundation schools to support excellence in RE.  

 

RE and Collective Worship  

• Collective Worship is separate from RE and may not be counted as curriculum time for RE or any 

other subject.  

 

Withdrawal  

• Parents must be advised of their right to withdraw pupils from RE in all Church schools (including 

voluntary aided schools).  

• In the event that pupils are withdrawn, schools retain responsibility for health and safety. Pupils 

can be withdrawn from all or part of RE provision 



 

UNDERSTANDING CHRISTIANITY  

The 8 Core Concepts 

The following core concepts are explored in the Understanding Christianity approach, as part of the ‘big story’ 

of salvation: 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The core concepts fit into a spiral curriculum, whereby concepts are revisited and explored in more 

depth as pupils move through the school. These are explored through key questions, however, and 

so are not applied exclusively — links and connections will be made between concepts during units. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Teaching and Learning Approach 

 

By addressing key questions, Understanding Christianity encourages pupils to explore core Bible 
texts, examine the impact for Christians and consider possible implications. Each unit incorporates 
the three elements: 

• Making sense of the text – Developing skills of reading and interpretation; understanding how 
Christians interpret, handle and use biblical texts; making sense of the meanings of texts for 
Christians 

• Understanding the impact – Examining ways in which Christians respond to biblical texts and 
teachings, and how they put their beliefs into action in diverse ways within the Christian community 
and in the world 

• Making connections – Evaluating, reflecting on and connecting the texts and concepts studied, and 
discerning possible connections between these and pupils’ own lives and ways of understanding the 
world. 
Each unit begins with a ‘way in’ and then offers teaching and learning ideas for each element. The 
teacher chooses how to weave together the elements, from making sense of the text, through 
looking at the impact on the world of the Christian, and helping to make connections with the world 
of the pupil, in order to achieve the outcomes. 

 

 

 

This model shows that the Understanding Christianity approach is not just getting pupils to learn 
what Christians think. Instead, it is about developing skills to help them ‘think theologically’ 
alongside learning lots of knowledge about the Bible, Christian belief and practice. It also shows 
that these three elements do not represent rigid, distinct steps, but that pupils can ‘make 
connections’ whilst ‘making sense of the text’, for example. 
 
 

 

 

 

 



Each of the elements contain a range of components. Not all of these will be used in all units, but 

will be used flexibly, to allow for a variety of teaching and learning experiences for pupils.  The 

teaching materials use a variety of strategies and activities within each element, in order to engage 

pupils and develop their skills in RE and learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 


